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LAS VEGAS SHOOTING 


‘Is this real?’ 


7 hours of chaos and bravery 
pushes Las Vegas hospital to limits 


Alden Woods Arizona Republic | USA TODAY NETWORK 


AS VEGAS - Dr. Kevin Menes had prepared for this 
moment, when terror came to his city and his hos- 
pital, but once it arrived he couldn't believe it was 
true. e A radio used to alert the hospital to incoming casu- 
alties was blaring. Menes strained to understand. He 
heard someone say: Prepare for a mass-casualty incident. 


Menes had 
triaged 199 
patients and 
stabilized more 
than he could 
number. 


e “Hey, is this real?” Menes asked, turning to a police offi- 


cer passing through the emergency room. Maybe it was 
another drill meant to look real, with fake blood and 
screaming actors. Or one more false alarm, one more night 
Sunrise Hospital prepared for a panic that never arrived. e 
“Yeah, man,” the officer replied. e Menes sprinted toward 


his car. See HOSPITAL, Page 6A 


TODAY’S HIGHLIGHT V&S, 3A 


Dancers with Ballet Folklorico Quetzalli from 

Chandler prepare to perform at the sixth Annual Dia 
de Los Muertos PHX Festival at Steele Indian School 
Park in Phoenix on Sunday. MICHAEL CHOW/THE REPUBLIC 


Top: Skylar Carson, 23, 
left, gets a hug from 
Midge Elkins as they 
visit a memorial. 
Above: Dr. Kevin Menes 
was on duty at Sunrise 
Hospital and Medical 
Center on Oct. 1. PHOTOS 
BY TOM TINGLE/THE REPUBLIC 


@ usa TODAY 


Trump lashes out online 


Just two days after reports that a grand jury ap- 
proved the first charges in the federal investigation 
into Russia’s interference in the presidential elec- 
tion, President Donald Trump took to Twitter to de- 
nounce the investigation and Democrats. 1B 


Mesa mulls light rail 


Valley Metro is evaluating whether light-rail, rapid 
transit bus or modern streetcar could be imple- 
mented in Mesa’s Fiesta District. The area is an- 
chored by the Fiesta Mall, which has lost most ma- 
jor stores. The two-year study began this summer 
and is slated to conclude in summer 2019. 3A 


Weather 
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Partly sunny. Forecast, 2A 
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Over, under, 
through: Wall 
prototypes 
undergo tests 


Rafael Carranza Arizona Republic 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


TIJUANA, Mexico - Jose Avila sifted 
through mounds of recycled materials, 
looking for plastic bottles. It’s how he 
makes a living. 

Visible from where Avila was work- 
ing on a recent sunny day, eight, 
30-foot structures towered over the 
hilly landscape — including the aging 
10-foot fence that divides Mexico and 
the U.S. on the outskirts of San Diego. 

One of those prototypes of Presi- 
dent Donald Trump’s border wall, 
which crews completed by Thursday’s 
deadline, could eventually replace the 
shorter, aging fence. 

Watching from Mexico, Avila, how- 
ever, seemed unimpressed. 

“I don't know why they’re building 
them that tall if immigration will al- 
ways stay the same,” Avila said during 
a break from his work. “People will go 
under or over it, it won't stop.” 

That’s precisely what U.S. Customs 
and Border Protection will spend the 
coming weeks trying to determine, us- 
ing what could be some punishing 
tests. 


‘Testing and evaluation’ 


Despite delays and confusion 
among bidders about the process, CBP 
said work on the prototypes had 
wrapped up on schedule. 

Half of the structures were built of 
concrete. The other four employ other 
construction materials, though they 
also incorporated concrete elements. 

CBP’s Southwest Branch Chief Car- 
los Diaz said officials will let the con- 
crete cure for 30 days before testing 
the prototypes. 

“We don’t have details at this point, 
but we are expected to put those de- 
signs through the same uses and tech- 
niques that organizations that smug- 
gle people into the U.S. normally use,” 
Diaz said. 

The tests, which will be conducted 
over 30 to 60 days, will evaluate 
whether the designs do what the gov- 


See BORDER WALL, Page 5A 


Go deeper with digital 


Street Scout 
Ready to buy or sell a house? 
Start here. 


Real-time estimates of home values 
from across the Phoenix area. 


streetscout.com 


Travel 


Explore ideas for your next trip. 


Learn more about Arizona’s best travel 
spots, from roadside attractions to 
scenic hiking trails. 


travel.azcentral.com 


Sale Dates: Mon., October 30 


ry S through Tues., October 31, 2017 


www.FrysFood.com 


FOP] 


Honeycrisp 
Apples 
or Simple Truth Organic 
Honeycrisp Apples, 

2 Ib Pouch $3.99 with Card 


AR-0008663450-02 


